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Galatians 5:1; 13-25

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery.

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For
the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another. Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is
opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing
what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, ca-
rousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as [ warned you before: those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by
the Spirit.



The Fourth of July weekend affords us the opportunity to reflect on the history
of the birth of our nation, and the independence which this holiday weekend lifts up.
At points during the last several days we might have heard or will hear or read por-
tions of the Declaration of Independence:

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dis-
solve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to as-
sume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which
the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opin-
ions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them
to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created equal; that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness...

One of the many significant things about these words, signed into the declara-
tion so familiar and honored in our nations nearly 225 years ago, is that the freedom
from these political bands was yet to be realized. Political freedom wouldn’t become
official until 1783 when the Revolutionary War officially ended. And even in 1783,
freedom wasn’t available to everybody; slavery was still part of the fabric of society;
women were more akin to property than partners; children were at the mercy of en-
vironments good and bad.

Freedom was declared on this date in 1776, but as a nation we continued and
continue to grow into what freedom means and what it doesn’t mean. It appears that
freedom is not so simple or easy to work out as it might seem.

As parents watching three teenagers grow into adulthood, Patrick and I have become
intimately familiar with this reality in a different context. Years of diaper changing,
interrupted sleep, tantrums and bedtime struggles begin to seem like the ‘good old
days, as we try to help our children make decisions about relationships, driving, col-
leges and living arrangements. Imparting our wisdom sometimes - or more likely
often - gained through our own hard experiences, is not so easy. Our kids are explor-
ing degrees of freedom which they want to enjoy - yet the consequences of this free-
dom are not always so easy to work out.

For example, the other day my husband brought home a car he wanted me to
see and ride in - a car he’s hoping to buy, to replace a car we hope to sell. My son,
who will be moving into an apartment in just a little over a month immediately
asked: “can I have it?” We immediately said, “No.” But when he heard the price, he
quickly calculated and declared it was affordable for him. The car is indeed within
his reach for the purchase. Yet, as we explained to him, the purchase price is just the
first consideration. The cost of insurance and fuel is ongoing. And, since the car has



seen many years, the cost of maintenance will be a significant and regular expense as
well. “But I'll have a job,” he persisted. “This is true,” we insisted. However, “you
don’t want to become a slave to your car when the kind of transportation you’ll need
is readily available in other forms.”

For Connall, owning a car means the freedom to go and do what he wants,
when he wants; we're trying to help him understand the freedom he has to make
choices such as this in the context of responsibility and reality. No matter what our
age, freedom is indeed, a continuing process of growth and discovery.

A discussion about the nature of freedom is at the heart of this letter to the Gala-
tians. Still in the early days of the church’s existence, they are trying to sort out what
it means to be the church. Paul wrote this letter after visiting and ministering to
them. His missionary journey took him on to other congregations but after he left,
his credibility was disputed as others stepped in, preaching a gospel that challenged
Paul’s authority. And not only that, these false teachers were giving people instruc-
tions about becoming Christians that required them to fulfill certain portions of the
law first. He wrote this letter to remind the faithful in Galatia of what he had taught,
and of the nature of the freedom they experienced in Christ.

The opening statement in this passage is packed with meaning:
“For Freedom Christ has Set us Free!”

It is a brief but emboldening sentence which we can imagine being read at a
gathering of the church. Perhaps it was a worship service and one of the leaders in
the church who continued to respect and follow Paul’s instructions had asked to read
this letter from ‘brother Paul” Paul laid out his case in the first four chapters de-
scribing his personal credentials, offering historical allegories and some chastise-
ment to boot. And then he comes at them with this simple yet fully loaded statement
that was intended to undercut the message of works and requirements the people
had been getting through other teachers.

“For Freedom Christ has Set us Free!”

Paul made it clear that their faith and Christ’s love for them was not dependent
on any ritual or religious rite they could fulfill. Jesus had done the work, and they
were now free to respond out of thankfulness.

It’s not hard to see why Paul would be upset by this teaching. The gift of God’s
grace is just that - a gift. Any teaching that put the burden back onto the people to
earn grace was dangerous and a slippery slope from there; if earned, grace must be
deserved, and if deserved, life becomes a veritable buffet of self-serving choices.



We can see this thinking at work in our lives. Advertisements that tell us:
‘we’ve worked hard and deserve to indulge;’ or ‘we’ve settled for less long enough -
now it's time for the good life. In many different ways the message that we deserve,
we've earned, we're better than, we're ready for ‘that good thing’ comes our way.
Even the most faithful and discerning among us will be tempted from time to time
and led to these waters to drink. Good advertising, after all, finds its way into the
places in our hearts that we might not even know are there, grabbing our attention,
and more importantly, our loyalty with it.

Paul’s message is clear: Jesus wasn'’t crucified so that we would continue to be
slaves to a set of rules AND Jesus also wasn’t crucified so that we would be slaves to
our own passions and desires. Christ died so that we could and would reflect what
we believe to be right and true in a life giving way. Frederick Buechner wrote:

"The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness
and the world’s deep hunger meet."

It's a familiar quote perhaps, and it is familiar precisely because it describes
the nature of call so well. When we speak about call, we speak of those things in our
lives which God has uniquely gifted us to engage; those places where freedom is a re-
sponse to Christ’s gift and takes shape in our hearts, hands and feet as we serve one
another faithfully. Paul warned the Galatians to use their freedom well, guarding
against that which would lead them away from community life. Those fruits of the
spirit: love, joy, peace patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self
-control are the gifts which lead us toward healthy relationships with one another
and with the creation which God created and called, ‘Good’

At Massanutten this fruit shows forth in many, many different places, as indi-
viduals and teams of volunteers exercise their freedom in a way that gives life to
them and brings joy to others:

The Faith Village Writing Team gathers around the passage of Scripture that will
be the foundation for a series of lessons for our children; ideas begin to
emerge and take shape as they imagine the passage coming alive through art
or music, drama and storytelling;

A team of Food Pantry volunteers faithfully gather to purchase and sort food,
stock the shelves, talk with clients and provide generous bags of food and per-
sonal items to make the life of a family a bit easier;

A project from our Visioning Process begins to become real in the shape of Park-
ing Lot changes leading to a kinder and more accessible space;

A Mission Team returns from their work with new friendships formed and deep
compassion for neighbors far from Penn Laird;

A group of men or women commit to gather together for prayer week after week



and form deep and lasting friendships;

Volunteers step forward to lead a Sunday School class or cook supper each week
for WOW or work with our youth;

The Nominating Committee invites men and women to consider a call to serve as
elders and deacons - and that call is answered, joyfully;

Volunteers come to answer phones, fold newsletters, open and close the church
each week;

Members of the church provide warmth, food and fellowship to men and women
who would have no such things were it not for the HARTS ministry;

I've named just a few things that I've seen bring energy and life to those who serve in
these ways - there are many others as well. But the life giving power of Christ’s gift
is always calling us into new ministries of grace. We have been freed to live not for
ourselves, but for Christ who calls us into service. The question we each must ask
ourselves is: what gives us life? Where does meaning emerge as we live and work in
the various communities we find ourselves each day? How is God’s gift of grace
prompting us toward a joyful response?

Let us pray,

O God, help us to answer these questions in our lives; lead us as we both
enjoy the freedom won for us through Christ and respond through the
gifts you have given. Amen.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



